
This is a Love Letter. 

Rahum and I were so touched at the Early Wedding Celebration y’all held for us. The
Chilis were delicious. The desserts were spectacular. The games were fun, and the
spirit with which you all held and celebrated our love with us was so deeply kind
and charitable. We are overwhelmingly grateful. 

The money y’all gave, designated for our honey moon, allowed us to upgrade our
room at our hotel, add on an evening Extra Magic Hours Event at the Magic Kingdom,
hire movers to carry all our furniture into our house (Rahum’s brother thanks you for
that, too), and will cover almost all of our meals in Disney World. 

We know without a doubt that this church loves us. We knew it already, but if we
had any doubts, they would have been swept away by the display of love and joy in
our Austin Fellowship Hall on January 12. 

I have been so moved by the way you have each welcomed Rahum with open arms. I
knew from when we started dating that he was not the sort of person folks expect
ministers to date. I knew the difference in our faiths would be a stumbling block for
some… And I also knew from our third date that he was the person I was going to
marry. After I figured that out, I  began stressing about how to tell the church.
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I  knew this church was open hearted. I knew there was a logic behind how our
tagline became ‘The Church that Love is Building,’ but ever since I brought him
to a Halloween Party at the Watters home, I have witnessed the love of this
church on full display. 

I remember, early on in our relationship, trying to explain to Rahum what VBCC
was like. I told him that it was mostly older people - but cool older people. He
looked at me dubiously, and I told him stories about you. Stories of Martha
Dennis parasailing in her late 70s, stories of you all standing up to dance with me
in Church, stories of the open-minded conversations we had in Bible Study, of
Bill and Kit Hayden and their grandchildren, of Bill and Debbie Ivory and their
travels. 

Then I explained that not everyone was old. I told him about the children of this
Church and their families, of the McEwens, of the Ellisons, of the Imans. But
mostly, I  told him about the love. His experience with strong Christians before
me had been judgment and pushy evangelism. I told him about this beautiful
church living fully into God’s call to divine love. I told him about how we believe
‘God is Love.’ He liked that. 

Since meeting y’all, he has seen the same beauty and goodness that I see. He
loves y’all - maybe not as much as me, but hey, I am your pastor after all - And I
am grateful beyond words to have had these two loves of mine - my husband to
be and my church - come together and love one another. 

Thank you. I love each of you. 

Joyfully yours,

                                         Pastor Kelsey
Pastor Kelsey

(757) 903-8549 | revkelsey@vbchristianchurch.com

1 John 4:7-8

“Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone
who loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does

not know God, because God is love.”



February - Black History Month

February 2nd - Groundhog Day

February 10th - Book Club, 1:00PM

February 11th - Hi over Pie, 3:00PM

February 13th-24th - Pastor Kelsey Out of Town

February 14th - Happy Valentines Day!

February 15th - Pastor Kelsey’s Wedding!

February 16th - Elder Meeting, 11:00AM

February 17th - Presidents Day, VBCC Office Closed

February 17th - 20th - Meals on Wheels VA Beach

February 19th - Board Meeting, 7:00PM

February 26th - DWM Meeting, 1:30PM

February 29th - March 2nd - Men’s Retreat

Weekly:

Thursdays: Choir Practice, 7:00PM

Sunday Mornings: Spiritual Roundtable, 8:30Am via Zoom

Sunday Mornings: Special Adult Sunday School: 
Living Our Faith, 9:00AM

Events this Month

February 2nd
Fourth Sunday After the Epiphany

Acts 2:42-47
1 Corinthians 12:12-27

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

February 9th
Fifth Sunday After the Epiphany

Isaiah 6:8
Luke 5:1-11

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

February 16th
Sixth Sunday After the Epiphany

Guest Speaker
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

February 23rd
Seventh Sunday After the Epiphany

Guest Speaker
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

S u n d a y  
W o r s h i p :  

E l d e r  
S c h e d u l e

February 2nd - Martha Beacham

February 9th - Frances Wiedeman

February 16th  - Mark Farley

February 23rd - Phyllis Marshall

Barb and Jim Iman, Kaye Griffin (Team 1)
Mary Ann Stubbs, Sydney Davis, Ellen Turman (Team 2)

Susie Drew, Steve Eggleston, Traci Ellison (Team 3)
David and Pam McEwen, Gloria French (Team 4)
Jim Melvin, Bill Hayden, Phyllis Marshall (Team 5)

Diaconate Schedule

D i a c o n a t e  
S c h e d u l e

February 2nd - Team 5

February 9th - Team 4

February 16th - Team 1

February 23rd - Team 2



living our

How does  our  fa i th  and  re la t i onsh ip  w i th  God  
impact  how we  act  and  move  in  the  wor ld?

New Adult Sunday School Class
 9:00 am in the Library

John Steinmetz

Upcoming Events:



Upcoming Events:



Parables of
the Ordinary
February 29th- 

March 2nd

With Love 
& Moxie

Virginia Beach Christian Church
Women’s Retreat

May 2nd-3rd

M e n ’ s  R e t r e a t
F o r  m a n y  y e a r s  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  V B C C  h e l d  a
M e n ’ s  R e t r e a t  o n  t h e  O u t e r  B a n k s .  L e t ’ s

d o  i t  a g a i n !  J i m  I m a n ,  B i l l  A u s t i n  a n d  B i l l
H a y d e n  a r e  c o o r d i n a t i n g  t h e  e v e n t .  I t  w i l l
b e  h e l d  a t  t h e  O u t e r  B a n k s  B e a c h  C l u b  i n
K i t t y  H a w k .  W e  w i l l  s t a r t  w i t h  d i n n e r  o n

F r i d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  2 8 t h  a n d  e n d  w i t h  a
p r a y e r  s e r v i c e  a n d  C o m m u n i o n  o n

S u n d a y ,  M a r c h  2 n d .  B i l l  A u s t i n  w i l l  l e a d
u s  i n  i n t e r e s t i n g  g r o u p  d i s c u s s i o n s  o n

S a t u r d a y .  T w o - b e d r o o m  c o n d o s  a r e
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  $ 1 0 0  a  n i g h t  ( s p l i t  t h e  c o s t

w i t h  a  c o n d o - m a t e ! ) .   
S i g n  u p  w i t h  B i l l  H a y d e n  

( 7 5 7 - 3 4 3 - 3 5 9 8 ) .  

Upcoming Events:

T h e  D i s c i p l e s  W o m e n ’ s  G r o u p
h a s  s c h e d u l e d  a  l o c a l  r e t r e a t  f o r
M a y  2 - 3 ,  2 0 2 5 .  W e  w i l l  g a t h e r  a t
P a t t i  W a t t e r s ’  h o m e  a t  5 : 3 0  p m

M a y  2  f o r  D i n n e r ,  G a m e s ,  a n d  a n
i n i t i a l  W o r s h i p  S e r v i c e ,  t h e n

s p e n d  S a t u r d a y  f r o m  1 0  t o  3  a t
P a t t i ’ s  o n c e  m o r e  i n  r e t r e a t

t o g e t h e r .  A l l  a r e  w e l c o m e ,  a n d
s o  a r e  y o u r  f r i e n d s .  W e  h o p e  y o u

w i l l  j o i n  u s  f o r  t h i s  t i m e  o f
r e t r e a t  w h i c h  w e  w i l l  p r o v i d e  t o

y o u  a n d  a n y  g u e s t s  f o r  f r e e .    
S i g n  u p  w i t h  M a r y a n n e  F a r l e y

( 3 0 4 - 2 9 6 - 1 6 1 4 ) .  



ander, Wait, Wander, Wait, Wand
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You’re Invited to

Our House Warming Party!

March 9, 2-5 PM
1517 Selden Street
Virginia Beach, VA 23451

Please drop by and join us - Kelsey, Rahum, Scout
and Fiona - in celebrating the start of our next
chapter in our new (rented) home!

Upcoming Events:

Sharing Over Soup
Every Tuesday During Lent
March 11-April 15

It made no difference whether the Cloud
hovered over The Dwelling for two days or

a month or a year, as long as the Cloud was
there, they were there. And when the Cloud

went up, they got up and marched.
Numbers 9:22 (MSG)



Edu c a t i o n
C a l l i n g  a l l  p u p p e t e e r s !  P l e a s e  b e  o n  t h e  l o o k o u t  t h i s  m o n t h  f o r  d e t a i l s

a b o u t  a  n e w  p u p p e t  m i n i s t r y  c o m i n g  t o  V B C C .  S y d n e y  D a v i s ,  E l l e n
T u r m a n ,  a n d  V i n c e  H u t c h i s o n  a r e  s h a r i n g  t h e i r  t a l e n t s  a n d  t i m e  w i t h  u s  t o
b e g i n  t h i s  e x c i t i n g  o p p o r t u n i t y  w h e r e  l e a r n i n g  a n d  f u n  c o m e  t o g e t h e r .  A l l

a g e s  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e !  D e t a i l s  c o m i n g  s o o n !

S a v e  t h e  d a t e  f o r  V a c a t i o n  B i b l e  S c h o o l  t h e  w e e k  o f  A u g u s t  4 t h .  W e  a r e
e x c i t e d  t o  f o c u s  o n  a  B i b l e  h e r o  w h o s e  f a i t h  c a r r i e d  h i m  t h r o u g h  n e a r -
d e a t h  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  i m p r i s o n m e n t ,  a n d  u l t i m a t e l y ,  t o  a  t h r o n e .  W e  w i l l
j o u r n e y  a l o n g s i d e  J o s e p h  a n d  h i s  t i m e  i n  E g y p t .  M a r k  y o u r  c a l e n d a r s ,

s h a r e  w i t h  y o u r  f r i e n d s ,  a n d  g e t  r e a d y  t o  g o  b a c k  i n  t i m e !

Traci Ellison

Department 
News:

E l d e r s h i p
2 0 2 4  h a s  b e e n  a  d i f f i c u l t  y e a r  f o r  o u r  c h u r c h  w i t h  s o  m a n y  d e a t h s  o f  V B C C

m e m b e r s h i p .  H o p e f u l l y  t h e  n e w  y e a r  w i l l  b r i n g  b e t t e r  h e a l t h  a n d  f e w e r
d e a t h s  f o r  o u r  c h u r c h  f a m i l y .

A  b l e s s i n g  f o r  o u r  c h u r c h  a n d  c h o i r  i s  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  w o n d e r i n g  R h o n d a
S k a g g s  f o r  g o o d .  A l s o ,  w e  a r e  h a p p y  t o  w e l c o m e  a  y o u n g  n e w  c h o i r

m e m b e r  M a d e l i n e  H l e b i n s k y .  
A n o t h e r  h a p p y  o c c a s i o n  f o r  t h i s  y e a r  i s  t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  o u r  m i n i s t e r

P a s t o r  K e l s e y  a n d  R a h u m  S h e r a z i ’ s  W e d d i n g  o n  F e b r u a r y  1 5 t h  i n
W i l l i a m s b u r g .  W e  w i s h  f o r  t h e m  m a n y  h a p p y  a n d  h e a l t h y  y e a r s  t o g e t h e r .

O u r  E l d e r s  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  o f  s e r v i c e  f o r  m e m b e r s  w h o  n e e d
e n c o u r a g e m e n t ,  p r a y e r ,   o r  a  f r i e n d .  

W e  w i s h  f o r  y o u  a  b l e s s e d  a n d  H a p p y  2 0 2 5

Martha Beacham



L i v i n g  O u r  F a i t h
H o w  d o e s  o u r  f a i t h  a n d  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  G o d  

i m p a c t  h o w  w e  a c t  a n d  m o v e  i n  t h e  w o r l d ?

     T h i s  i s  a  s p e c i a l  s i x - w e e k  S u n d a y  m o r n i n g  a d u l t  c l a s s  ( 9 : 0 0  –  9 : 4 5 )  t o
d i s c u s s  t h i s  t o p i c .  E a c h  w e e k  w e  w i l l  r e a d  a  s h o r t  a r t i c l e  t o g e t h e r  a n d  t h e n
s p e n d  m o s t  o f  o u r  t i m e  i n  c o n v e r s a t i o n .  T h i n g s  w e  w i l l  d i s c u s s  i n c l u d e
s t a t e m e n t s  f r o m  o u r  r e a d i n g s ,  s u c h  a s :

          · W h i l e  I  t h i n k  t h a t  G o d  c a n  a n d  d o e s  o c c a s i o n a l l y  i n f l u e n c e  e v e n t s ,  I
d o n ’ t  a g r e e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  p r i m a r y  w a y  t h a t  h e  e x e r c i s e s  p o w e r .  

I n s t e a d ,  I  t h i n k  t h a t  h e  e m p o w e r s  o t h e r s .
          · I ’ d  r a t h e r  a p o l o g i z e  t o  G o d  f o r  t r y i n g  t o  d i s c e r n  t h e  m o v e m e n t  o f  t h e

S p i r i t  a n d  l o v i n g  t o o  l i b e r a l l y  t h a n  t r y i n g  t o  a n t i c i p a t e  
w h a t  G o d  w o u l d  d o  a n d  l o v e  t o o  f r u g a l l y .  

          · J e s u s  d o e s n ’ t  s a y ,  “ I  w a s  u n d e s e r v e d l y  a  s t r a n g e r ,  a n d  y o u
w e l c o m e d  m e . ”  H e  d o e s n ’ t  p o i n t - o u t  t h a t  

“ I  w a s  i n  p r i s o n  f o r  a  c r i m e  I  d i d n ’ t  c o m m i t ,  a n d  y o u  v i s i t e d  m e . ”  

          I  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  o u r  c o n v e r s a t i o n  t o g e t h e r  -  w e  w i l l  l e a r n  m o r e
a b o u t  e a c h  o t h e r ,  m o r e  a b o u t  o u r s e l v e s ,  a n d  m o r e  a b o u t  o u r  f a i t h .  A n d  w e
w i l l  h a v e  s o m e  f u n  a l o n g  t h e  w a y .  S e e  y o u  t h e r e !

John Steinmetz

Department 
News:

T h e  s p i r i t u a l  R o u n d t a b l e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  m e e t  v i a  Z o o m  e v e r y  S u n d a y
m o r n i n g .  B e g i n n i n g  i n  J a n u a r y  t h e  g r o u p  w i l l  m e e t  a t  8 : 3 0 .  T h e  t i m e  h a s
b e e n  c h a n g e d  s o  a n y o n e  w h o  w a n t s  t o  g o  t o  c h u r c h  c a n  l e a v e  i n  t i m e  f o r
s e r v i c e s .  O n  J a n u a r y  5 t h  t h e  g r o u p  w i l l  b e g i n  d i s c u s s i n g  L o v i n g  W h a t  I s :

F o u r  Q u e s t i o n s  T h a t  C a n  C h a n g e  Y o u r  L i f e  ( h t t p s : / / a . c o / d / g K t c v J u )  b y
B y r o n  K a t i e .  A n y o n e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  j o i n i n g  t h e  g r o u p  c a n  g e t  t h e  Z o o m  l i n k

f r o m  C o n n i e  H o o k e r  b y  e m a i l  a t  c k h o o k e r @ g m a i l . c o m .  

Co n n i e  H o ok e r

Spiritual Round Table



GOAL
V B C C  r e c y c l e r s  -  C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s !

Y o u  r e c y c l e d  1 , 0 2 0  p o u n d s  o f
p l a s t i c  i n  3 6 3  d a y s ,  m e e t i n g  o u r
c h a l l e n g e  w i t h  2  d a y s  t o  s p a r e .  I

h a v e  i n c l u d e d  p i c t u r e s  o f  t h e  l a s t
2  r e c y c l e r s .  P h y l l i s  M a r s h a l l  a n d
C i n d y  C h i l d r e s s  g r a b b e d  p l a s t i c
f r o m  a  c o n s t r u c t i o n  s i t e  a s  t h e y

d e l i v e r e d  m e a l s  o n  w h e e l s
y e s t e r d a y .  M y  l a s t  f a i t h f u l

r e c y c l e r  w a s  H e l e n  B u r n s .  A f t e r
w e  m e t  o u r  g o a l ,  S u s i e  S u m n i c k

a n d  S u z a n n e  G e n z  b o t h  c a l l e d
w i t h  m o r e  p l a s t i c .  T h i s  c h u r c h  i s

s o  g e n e r o u s ,  k i n d  t o  o u r
e n v i r o n m e n t ,  a n d  s u p p o r t i v e  o f
a n y  w o r t h y  c a u s e  w e  a s k  y o u  t o

s u p p o r t .  W e  a r e  m a k i n g  a
d i f f e r e n c e !  W e  w i l l  g e t  a  t h i r d

b e n c h  w o r t h  $ 3 7 9 . 0 0  s o o n  f r o m
T r e x ,  t h e  c o m p a n y  s p o n s o r i n g

t h i s  p r o g r a m .  

Mar - 179 lbs. 
Apr - 241 lbs. 

May - 292 lbs. 

Jun - 339 lbs. 

Jul - 389 lbs. 

Aug - 446 lbs. 

Sep - 497 lbs. 

Oct - 530 lbs. 

Nov - 640 lbs. 

Dec - 762 lbs.

Jan - 119 lbs. 

Feb - 165 lbs. 

Recycling Update

Department 
News:

January
1,020 lbs!!



Department 
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I  a m  n o w  r e t i r i n g  f r o m  c o l l e c t i n g  t h e  p l a s t i c .  I  t o o k  o v e r  f r o m  D a v i d  K a y s
3  y e a r s  a g o .  I f  a n y o n e  w a n t s  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  r e c y c l i n g ,  p l e a s e  t a l k  t o  m e .

O t h e r w i s e ,  I  h o p e  e a c h  o f  y o u  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  t a k e  y o u r  p l a s t i c  t o  t h e
g r o c e r y  s t o r e  o f  y o u r  c h o i c e .  I  w a n t  t o  t h a n k  t h e  P r e s c h o o l  f o r  t h e i r

s u p p o r t  a n d  H a r r i s  T e e t e r  o n  V i r g i n i a  B e a c h  B l v d  f o r  a l w a y s  s m i l i n g  a n d
h e l p i n g  m e  w i t h  t h o s e  h u g e  b a g s .  T h a n k  y o u  f r o m  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  m y  h e a r t

f o r  a l l  y o u r  e f f o r t  a n d  s u p p o r t  t o  m a k e  t h i s  h a p p e n .

G r a t e f u l l y ,

Pa t t i  Wa t t e r s



O a t m e a l  B a r s  w i t h  J a m
2  c u p s  f l o u r
1  c u p  o l d  f a s h i o n e d  o a t m e a l
1  c u p  b u t t e r  i n  s m a l l  p i e c e s
1  c u p  b r o w n  s u g a r
1  ½  t s p  c i n n a m o n
1  1 / 3  c u p  j a m  o r  p r e s e r v e s  o f  c h o i c e
1 / 3  c u p  o a t m e a l  ( f o r  t o p p i n g )

L i g h t l y  g r e a s e  9  x  1 3  b a k i n g  p a n .  L i n e  w i t h  p a r c h m e n t  o r  f o i l  f o r  e a s e  o f
r e m o v a l  a n d  g r e a s e  a g a i n .

P r e h e a t  o v e n  t o  3 2 5  d e g r e e s

I n  f o o d  p r o c e s s o r ,  p u t  f l o u r ,  o a t m e a l ,  b u t t e r  p i e c e s ,  b r o w n  s u g a r  a n d
c i n n a m o n .  P u l s e  u n t i l  a l l  i n g r e d i e n t s  a r e  c o m b i n e d .  S e t  o n e  c u p  a s i d e .

P o u r  r e m a i n i n g  f l o u r  m i x t u r e  i n t o  p r e p a r e d  p a n .  E v e n  o u t  a n d  p a t  d o w n
g e n t l y .  

S p r e a d  j a m  o v e r  f l o u r  m i x t u r e .  

A d d  t h e  1 / 3  c u p  o a t m e a l  t o  t h e  r e s e r v e d  f l o u r  m i x t u r e  a n d  s p r i n k l e  m i x t u r e
e v e n l y  o v e r  j a m .  G e n t l y  p a t  d o w n  t o  a d h e r e  m i x t u r e  t o  j a m .  

B a k e  4 0 - 4 5  m i n u t e s .

D O  N O T  U N D E R C O O K  O R  B O T T O M  C R U S T  W I L L  B E  S O F T .
                                                       

Maryanne Farley
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Sunday Worship Services
 10:00am In Person & YouTube

Website www.vbchristianchurch.com
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/VBChristianChurch

Facebook Private Group (for VBCC Families only) 
www.facebook.com/groups/vbchristianchurch/

Pastor Kelsey:
RevKelsey@vbchristianchurch.com

Office Hours:
Tues - Thurs, 10:00am - 2:00pm

(or by Appointment)
Available By Phone:

Tues - Sun, Anytime
*Mondays are her Sabbath Days*

Office Secretary:
 office@vbchristianchurch.com

Secretary Office Hours:
Mon - Thurs, 9:00am - 1:00pm

Available By Phone:
Mon - Fri, 9:00am - 4:00pm

https://www.facebook.com/VBChristianChurch
http://www.facebook.com/groups/vbchristianchurch/

